
April 29, 2022

Dear Friends, Colleagues and Community Members:

Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School District 307 (BBCHS) seeks your thoughts and 
recommendations on a funding proposal that may appear on the November 2022 ballot. 

BBCHS is committed to the safety, security and success of our students and protecting the  
condition of your local high school. After years of planning, and with guidance from architects, engineers 
and a citizen task force, the Board of Education is considering multiple options to address the District’s 
highest priority site and facility needs.

Following are some of the high school’s largest challenges and proposed solutions:

CHALLENGE: Because of overcrowding, trailers continue to be used for classrooms. In fact, 400 of  
the high school’s 1,950 students are learning in these trailers. In addition, given the lack of 
instructional space, students must go outside to move between classes with some walking  
more than one-quarter mile from classroom to classroom.  

PROPOSED SOLUTION: District 307 seeks to add classrooms at the high school to solve 
overcrowding and address safety and security issues. Adding classrooms sooner than later is 
important because the 12 trailers currently being used have reached the end of their useful life and 
would need to be replaced if additional classrooms are not built.  

CHALLENGE: The high school has many health, safety and security issues. Facility challenges 
include serious circulation issues, including choke points and dead-end corridors; an outdated fire 
suppression system; the need for asbestos abatement; and 38 access points.

PROPOSED SOLUTION: The proposed renovations and reconfiguration of the high school would 
reduce the number of access points to four, including an improved front entrance; improve 
circulation throughout the building; remove asbestos; and update the aging fire suppression system. 

CHALLENGE: The school’s plumbing and electrical systems have reached the end of their useful life. 

PROPOSED SOLUTION: Outdated, inefficient equipment would be replaced to extend the useful life 
of existing facilities and reduce costly and disruptive emergency repairs.  

CHALLENGE: Many Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) code issues exist throughout the school. 

PROPOSED SOLUTION: Accessibility for students, staff and visitors would be improved by 
addressing ADA issues inside and outside of the high school.  

CHALLENGE: The high school’s classrooms and labs are outdated, with many more than 70 years old. 

PROPOSED SOLUTION: Classrooms and labs would be updated to provide flexible learning spaces 
that leverage instructional technology, enhance current teaching methods, promote collaboration 
and provide much-needed space for STEM (including robotics), career and technical education, fine 
arts and other programs. 
 
CHALLENGE: Due to the lack of cafeteria space, seven separate lunch periods—with the first starting at 
10:30 am and the last ending at 1:30 pm—are needed. This creates many class-scheduling challenges.  

PROPOSED SOLUTION: The proposal calls for a properly-sized multipurpose commons/cafeteria 
area to reduce the number of required lunch periods from seven to three. 
 



To provide a safe, more secure high school campus, and address the high school’s highest priority 
instructional space needs, one of the funding proposals being considered by the Board of Education is a 
$49 million bond referendum on this fall’s ballot. This proposal is less than one-third the cost of a new high 
school and would have an estimated tax impact of $9.79 per $100,000 of a home’s fair market value, or about 
$117.48 per year.

No action will be taken by the Board of Education until we hear from you, our taxpayers. The decision 
to place a funding proposal on the November 2022 ballot will be made this August, providing time for 
additional community input. Four informational meetings will be hosted in the BBCHS auditorium, located at  
700 W. North Street, Bradley, IL 60915, on the following dates and times:

- Thursday, May 12, 6:00 PM     
- Wednesday, May 18, 6:00 PM     
- Saturday, May 21, 10:00 AM     
- Tuesday, May 24, 6:00 PM

Thank you in advance. You have the final word when it comes to how we protect and improve our 
facilities. Please email us at facilityneeds@bbchs.org with any recommendations.

Respectfully, 

Dr. Justin Caldwell Michael O’Gorman Ann Brezinski 
Board President Vice President Secretary

Jennifer Edmonds Todd Kuntz Sally Martell Jim Patterson 
Board Member Board Member Board Member Board Member


